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Backless booster guidelines. Backless booster seat belt guide. Backless booster seat belt adjuster. Backless booster shoulder belt clip.

before the vehicle seat belt fits them properly If your older booster rider hops on their backless booster, buckles the vehicle seat belt properly, and still finds that the shoulder belt is on their neck, don’t despair!Many backless boosters also come with shoulder belt adjusters: these are simple red belt guides on webbing straps that sit behind the child
and help keep the shoulder belt in the middle of the collarbone, not on the child’s neck or falling off the side of their shoulder.Graco TurboBooster shoulder belt guideThe belt adjusters on backless boosters are often overlooked by parents eager to get their new booster seat into the car. A properly fitted high back booster will consistently place the
seat belt in the correct position.We reviewed most of the boosters on the market today to see how their belt guides stack up. That’s why many booster seats include shoulder belt adjusters that can help place the shoulder belt correctly over the child’s collarbone. Once you thread the shoulder belt check to make sure that it isn’t twisted, adjust the
booster so that the child’s shoulder is just below the guide, and you’re ready to buckle and go.Evenflo Spectrum shoulder belt guideThe shoulder belt adjuster on this Evenflo Spectrum booster is grey, so don’t overlook it in a dark car! Thread the shoulder belt in, adjust the booster’s headrest using the handle on the back of the seat, buckle and
go.Backless Boosters: Belt Guide Behind the Child’s BackBubbleBum shoulder belt guideOnce children outgrow their high back booster seat, all but the most tallest will still need a backless booster. They often are at a lower price point than combination seats. To use it, thread the seat belt through the red guide and adjust the webbing until the
shoulder belt fits your big kid.Final ThoughtsIf we leave you with one tidbit of information, let it be that booster seats can be harder to use than they appear. Spend a little time getting your booster rider properly set up, then help their booster grow with them until they can pass the Five Step Test.Related For high back boosters, the shoulder belt
adjuster is usually built into the seat, we typically call this a shoulder belt guide. Low top setting.CSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy To UseCombination Seats: Somewhat Easy To UseKids Embrace Shoulder Belt GuideKids Embrace Car Seat: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewActual belt guide is hard to see but fairly easy to accessSeat belt
threads easily through the guideBelt stays in place well.Retracts slowly, but without catchingCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To UseEvenflo Maestro Shoulder Belt GuideEvenflo Maestro: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewBelt is hard to threadOnce threaded, it tends to pop out of positionCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To
UseBaby Trend Hybrid Belt GuideBaby Trend Hybrid: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewBelt is hard to threadOnce threaded, it’s very hard to get it out.However, it’s very unlikely to come out while the child is using it though.CSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To UseBritax Frontier 90 Booster ModeBritax Frontier 90/Pinnacle 90: Booster
ModeRead CSFTL ReviewBelt often won’t retract automatically when headrest is below the top of the shellOnce the headrest is raised, access is easier but still hard to retractSmall space and notch in the middle of the guide makes threading seat belt a challengeCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To UseDiono R120 in booster mode belt
guideDiono R120: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewBelt guide integrated into headrest, this can cause the belt to not retract easilyBelt guide is easily accessibleBelt guide does not adjust, this booster is very short-lived as a resultCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To UseBritax Pioneer booster mode belt guideBritax Pioneer: Booster
ModeRead CSFTL ReviewSame guide as the Britax FrontierBelt often won’t retract automatically when headrest is below the top of the shellOnce the headrest is raised, access is easierHeadrest raised: belt retracts automaticallySmall space and notch in the middle of the guide makes threading seat belt a challengeCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating:
Somewhat Easy To UseCombination Seats: Less Easy To UseEvenflo SecureKid Shoulder Belt GuideEvenflo SecureKid: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewBelt guide is very small and hard to threadCaregivers should be vigilant to make sure belt remains threadedOnce threaded, it tends to pop out of positionCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Less Easy To
UseThese seats do not have harnesses — they just act as belt-positioning boosters. After reviewing the belt guides in so many seats, we’ve seen that dedicated high back boosters have, for the most part, the most user-friendly belt guides. Since a booster rider is responsible for their own placement in the seat, a belt guide is a crucial piece in selecting
a booster for your child.To help with this process, we’ve created the Booster Belt Guide Face Off! The ideal booster belt fit spreads the seat belt across three main points of strength on the child’s body: the middle of the shoulder and both hips. Some convert to a backless booster as well. Then thread the vehicle seat belt through the red guide and
adjust so your booster rider gets a good shoulder belt fit.Chicco GoFit shoulder belt guideThe shoulder belt adjuster on this Chicco GoFit can be cleverly hidden on the bottom of the seat. Though booster seats are generally easier to assemble and set up than harnessed car seats, some assembly is sometimes required.For example, the shoulder belt
guide adjuster on this backless Graco Turbo booster came attached to the manual in a plastic bag: don’t throw out that bag! It may also include screws which must be installed in the armrests.Follow your booster seat’s manual to see how to attach the shoulder belt guide to the booster seat. This doesn’t mean that combination seats can’t and don’t
work just fine, only that if you’'re in the market for a booster, a dedicated high back booster might make for easier loading/unloading of your passenger.Related (Last Updated On: December 9, 2019)Booster seats are essential safety equipment for our older children. Within each category, they're listed in order of how easy the belt guide is to use.Less
Easy To UseSomewhat Easy To UseVery Easy To UseWhen assessing the belt guides against our criteria, we looked at the following:Ease of threading the shoulder belt through the guideEase of accessing the shoulder belt guideEase of retracting the seat belt through the guideCombination Seats/Multi Mode SeatsCombination seats are forward-facing
only seats that include a 5 point harness, which can be removed once the child has outgrown it and the seat can be converted into a booster. This is nice for vehicles that have headrests that aren’t removable and tilt forward, but it makes for some weird geometry with flat backed vehicle seats.Belt doesn’t come out of the guide, but can sometimes get
caught up in the case of the non-standard belt geometry.CSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To UseBelt guide on the Monterey XT Diono Monterey XTRead CSFTL ReviewBelt retracts without issueSide access can be tricky for children to rethreadCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To UseMaxi-Cosi Rodifix Shoulder Belt GuideMaxi-
Cosi RodifixRead CSFTL ReviewShoulder belt threads easily through the guideOnce threaded, seat belt does not work its way back out of the guidesBelt can get stuck on/twist within the belt guideCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Somewhat Easy To UseDedicated Boosters: Less Easy To UseCosco Pronto Shoulder Belt GuideCosco ProntoRead CSFTL
ReviewBelt guide is fairly smallGuide is a bit hard to accessOnce seat belt is threaded, it doesn’t slip out easilyBelt doesn’t retract easilyCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Less Easy To UseBelt guide effectiveness is more than just how easy it is to thread and retract the seat belt; often, seat belt geometry plays a part in booster fit. Popular examples of these
seats are the Evenflo Maestro, Graco Nautilus, Graco Argos, and Britax Frontier. (Last Updated On: January 10, 2018)Booster seats serve one primary purpose: to place the car’s seat belt over 3 strong points of a child’s body. Once the shoulder portion of the belt is through the guide, we used the handle on the back to adjust the booster’s height so
that the child’s shoulders are right under the guide and the shoulder belt lies flat on the shoulder.Graco TurboBooster shoulder belt guideThe shoulder belt adjuster on the Graco Turbobooster is also red, but the slit to slide the shoulder belt through is somewhat more complex. Not quite.All belt guides are not created equal. In addition, booster seats
also align the shoulder portion of the vehicle seat belt on the center of the child’s shoulder, and should lay flat and snug across the collarbone.This kiddo passes the Five Step TestUntil a child passes the Five Step Test to fit properly in the vehicle seat belt alone, a booster seat places the child and the vehicle seat belt in the correct position so that in
the event of a collision or even a quick stop, the vehicle seat belt will restrain the child using these big bones, rather than the cutting into the squishy organs of the abdomen.Seat belt syndrome is when the vehicle seat belt doesn’t stop on those big bones but on the child’s internal organs instead. It’s this type of often-lethal injury that we see among
children who have been moved out of their boosters too soon. It seems simple enough — just slide the seat belt through the belt guide and it stays put, right? If you didn’t turn this booster to the side, you might miss the essential step of threading the shoulder belt adjuster. Multi Mode seats are a small group of seats that can operate in many modes,
usually rear-facing, forward-facing, and booster. Some are hard to thread, others don’t stay in place, while others make the seat belt stick so the belt doesn’t retract. A properly fitting booster will sit low over the hips and across the center of the shoulder to spread the possible force from a crash over these strong areas.One of the biggest struggles
we’ve had with high back boosters is shoulder belt guides. And it’s this type of injury that we’d desperately like to prevent. This increase in abdominal injuries in children who are 7 years old — a time when many parents inaccurately believe that children no longer require a booster — weighs heavily on our minds.High Back Boosters: Thread the
Shoulder BeltKids come in all shapes and sizes. Popular examples of these seats include the Evenflo Symphony, Safety 1st Elite Air, and Graco 4Ever.Combination Seats: Very Easy To UseGraco 4Ever Shoulder Belt GuideGraco 4Ever: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewBelt threads easily through the guideOnce threaded, belt moves freely through the
shoulder guideBelt remained in the belt guide and did not slip out between car ridesCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy To UseGraco Milestone Shoulder Belt GuideGraco Milestone: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewOpen belt guide is easy to accessBelt retracts easily when headrest is above the shellBelt does not retract smoothly when headrest is
below the shellBelt stays in the retractor and rarely slips out between usesCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy to UseEvenflo Symphony: Booster ModeRead CSFTL ReviewPros: belt retracts freely, easy to thread, belt stays in guide when child buckles/UnbuckleCons: belt gravitates upward in the guide with certain belt geometry and may pull belt
uncomfortably high on some children. As we know, most children need seat belt positioning boosters until they are 10-12 years old: for most kids that will mean they will start out with a high back booster once they’ve outgrown their harnessed car seat, then move on to a backless booster when they’ve outgrown the back on their high back
boosters.Safety 1st Store ‘'n Go headrest adjusterQuick aside: did you know that the back on your child’s high back booster will raise up and grow along with them? Most do this with the squeeze of a handle on the back of the headrest!Booster seats can seem SO EASY after years of struggling to install harnessed car seats. Just grab one from the
store shelf, plop it onto the vehicle seat, have your kiddo take a seat, then buckle themselves in. Right? We wish. But the reality is, we see a stunning rate of misuse in the booster aged crowd.Some common misuses are:Not raising the booster’s headrest as the child growsRouting the lap or shoulder belt through the wrong placeNot routing the
shoulder belt through the shoulder belt guide (if it’s required)Moving a child out of a booster seat WAY too soonMoving a young child out of a booster and directly to the front vehicle seatWe’d like to educate around all of these issues and inspire caregivers around the globe to change their habits to align with best practice. Let’s start by looking at
how booster seats work and exploring the ways a shoulder belt guide adjuster can help position the vehicle seat belt correctly over the child’s shoulder.How Booster Seats WorkProper booster seat fit in a Graco AffixBooster seats work by positioning the lap portion of the vehicle seat belt low on the child’s hips, contacting the thighs. The belt guides
listed below are listed in order of ease of use.Dedicated Boosters: Very Easy To UseHarmony Dreamtime Shoulder Belt GuideHarmony DreamtimeRead CSFTL ReviewOpen belt guide is easier to use than key ring style guide found on other boostersSeat belt stays in place.CSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy To UseSafety 1st Store ‘n Go Shoulder
Belt GuideSafety 1st Store ‘n GoRead CSFTL ReviewBelt threads through belt guide easilylnsert is right in the middle so chance of it coming out accidentally are slimBelt retracts without issueEasy for children to rethreadCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy To UseBritax Parkway Shoulder Belt GuideBritax Parkway SGLRead CSFTL ReviewBelt
guide is large and hangs below the headrest for easy accessBelt threads through guide easilyBelt retracts with minimal issueCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy To UsePeg Perego Viaggio HBB 120Peg Perego Viaggio HBB 120Read CSFTL ReviewWhen the headrest is on the lower settings, it can be a bit tricky to thread due to side pieces covering
the back of the belt guideOnce threaded, seat belt does not work its way back out of the guidesCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy To UseClek Oobr Shoulder Belt GuideClek OobrRead CSFTL ReviewShoulder belt threads easily through the guideOnce threaded, seat belt does not work its way back out of the guides but can get stuck on the insert at
timesCSFTL Ease Of Use Rating: Very Easy To UseEvenflo Big Kid Shoulder Belt GuideEvenflo Big KidRead CSFTL ReviewHead support leans forward compared to the rest of the seat. To do its job, the shoulder portion of the belt only needs to be threaded through the belt adjuster and the booster seat’s headrest properly raised for the child’s
height.RodiAP shoulder belt guideThe shoulder belt adjuster on this Maxi Cosi booster is red, and the slit to slide the shoulder belt through is on the side. We’ve grouped the seats in two categories: Combination Seats/Multi Mode Seats and Dedicated Boosters.
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